
AP Language and Composition 
KHS Summer Reading, 2018-2019 
 

The Jungle (Upton Sinclair) 
Up From Slavery (Booker T. Washington) 
Travels With Charley (John Steinbeck) 
 
To become adept at rhetorical analysis and the behaviors of reading like writers and writing like readers, 
students will use David Jolliffe’s Rhetorical Framework throughout the AP Language and Composition 
course. These skills and framework are embedded within the summer reading assignment. The readings 
and assignments will introduce students to: 
 

 the ideas found in Jolliffe’s Rhetorical Framework and the skill of synthesis 
 the notion that rhetorical analysis is a skill needed for effective reading of both fiction and 

nonfiction texts 
 the textual rigor and themes reflective of the course’s readings 

 
 
Required Assignment #1- The Jungle (Upton Sinclair) [MLA formatting is required] 
 
Write a 500-word analysis of how Sinclair uses at least two of the following “surface features” in the 
novel: diction, syntax, imagery, and figurative language. Your response should analyze how Sinclair’s use 
of these “surface features” create and sustain the narrative of the Rudkus family. 
 
Required Assignment #2 - Up From Slavery (Booker T. Washington) [MLA formatting is required] 
 
Write three 300-word analyses of Washington’s use of the rhetorical appeals: logos, pathos, and ethos. 
Each analysis should address only one appeal. Do not summarize his argument or simply identify his use 
of the appeals. You are analyzing how his appeals to logos, pathos, and ethos advance his argument.   
 
Required Assignment #3 - Travels With Charley (John Steinbeck) 
 
Complete three dialectical journals that 1) investigate Steinbeck’s views of America and 2) synthesize 
Sinclair and Washington’s views of America. See the dialectical journal template for additional details. 
Students must type their responses into the teacher-created template. 
 
Optional Assignment - Up From Slavery (Booker T. Washington) 
 
Create a document containing significant quotes and/or passages that identify Washington’s 
argument(s). This optional assignment will assist students with additional course readings later in the 
academic year. 
  
 

All required assignments are due the second day of class. Students will also take objective tests  
and participate in assessed discussions over the three readings.  

 
If you have questions about the readings or assignments, contact Mr. Hutcheson (jhutcheson@kcsd.org). 


